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“What happened to Florence?” asked Cousin Carolyn. 

Three daughters were born to George W Andrews and Hortense Florence White 
Andrews in Kansas.  These were Winifred Florence (b. 1874), Nellie Mable (b. 1876) and 
Florence Helen (b. 1880).  Sometime after Florence was born, the family moved to 
western Colorado and the new town of Montrose.  After some time there, they were in 
Denver where Hortense died. 

When their mother died of cancer in 1890 at the age of 37, 
Florence was only 10 years old.  Widowed George did not 
attempt to raise the three girls on his own.  He brought 
Nellie and Florence back to their hometown Concordia, 
Kansas to live with their Aunt Matie White Houston 
(sister of Hortense).   

Winifred married Johann Drost in 1891 in Denver, she was 
17.  They moved to Aspen and opened a drug store.  Nellie 
was sent Back East to school with Florence at the Darlington 
Seminary in Pennsylvania.  Nellie joined Winifred in San 
Francisco afterwards where she married Louis Strehlke in 1896.  Nellie and Louis had 
met in Aspen, Colorado while he was apprenticing under Mr Drost; he followed her to 
San Francisco after graduating from University of Kansas and Northwestern University 
with a degree as a pharmacist.  Louis and Nellie returned to Colorado for the next 20 
years.  Winifred stayed in California where she remarried Martin Kronenberg after the 
death of Johann.  Louis and Nellie came out to California for good after World War I. 

After school Back East, Florence returned to Kansas and lived with Aunt Phenie (Mary 
Josephine Truesdell Marshall who was actually a first cousin) and her husband George 
W Marshall.   

George W Andrews died in January 1906.  All three of his daughters are mentioned in 
the probate documents by his widow, F Anna Andrews (Fannie Anna Walkminster at 
the time of their marriage).  Florence had apparently married by this time as she is 
listed as Florence Hudson, living in “Ureka, Cali” (Eureka, Humboldt Co, California). 

Florence next appears in public records in 1919 when she married Marcus Lester 
Blackwell.  It was listed as the first marriage for both.  They were living in Oregon, 
married in Vancouver, Washington and then moved to the far North of California.   

Cynthia Andrews, sister of George W, mentioned all three Andrews Sisters in her will 
(1921).  Nellie Strehlke is bequeathed five dollars, as is Florence Blackman (sic).  
Winifred Drost received $3,000.  Interestingly, Nellie and Florence are prefaced by 
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“neice” (sic); Winifred apparently needed no introduction.  Winifred was also listed as a 
residual beneficiary.    

Both Florence and her husband sometimes used their middle names; he going by Lester 
and she by Helen.  During World War II, they moved to Alameda, California.  They do 
not appear to have had children.  She lived until 1950; her husband survived her by five 
years.   

 

So, what happened to Florence?   

She lived with relatives after her mother died.  Her father died when she was 25 by 
which time she was already married and living in California.  When she was in her late 
thirties, she married again in Washington State and lived the next 21 years in northern 
California.  She died in Oakland and is interred at the Chapel of the Chimes, which was 
designed by famed architect Julia Morgan.  Who her first husband was, where they 
married and what happened to him, at this point remains a mystery. 
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Photo courtesy of Patricia Olive Johnsen Hicks 1974 
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Darlington Seminary on a turn of the century postcard. 

 

Darlington seminary when imagined from Out West. 
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Chapel of the Chimes, Oakland, California.   

Final resting place of Helen Florence Blackwell.  
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Facts from Documents 

Date Location Description Source Record 
1895 Concordia, 

Cloud, KS 
Living with George W & Josephine 
Marshall, their two sons George T and 
Joe T and Mary Johnson (born Michigan 
like Josephine).   
Occupation for George is Mayor. 
Florence is listed as Age 14, born in 
Kansas. 
Josephine was known to Nellie, Winifred and 
Florence as Aunt Phenie.  She was actually 
not their mother Hortense White’s sister, but 
her niece, Mary Josephine Truesdell; 
daughter of Laytitia White and Jesse 
Truesdell. 

Kansas 
State 
Census 

1 

8 Feb 
1906 

Colorado 
Springs, El 
Paso Co, 
CO 

Listed as Florence Hudson of “Ureka, 
Cali” along with: 
F Anna Andrews, Manitou Colo, Widow 
Winifred Drost, Manitou Colo, Daughter 
Nellie Strehlke, Mont Rose Colo, 
Daughter 
 

Probate 
Record for 
George W 
Andrews 

2 

5 May 
1919 

Vancouver, 
Clarke, 
WA 

Florence H Andrews (BP KS, Age 37), 
daughter of Geo. W Andrews (BP NY) 
and Hortense White (BP VA, sic), 
married to, 
M L Blackwell, (Age 41), Fisherman, son 
of Burt Blackwell and Fannie Williams  
(BP for all 3 NC) 
Bride and Groom both residents of 
Oregon City, OR. 

Marriage 
Certificate 

3 

1920 Marshfield, 
Coos, OR 

Florence Blackwell living with husband 
Marcus L Blackwell at 356 N Front 
Street. Her occupation is Rooming 
House Landlady.  His occupation is 
Deepsea Fisherman. 

US Census 4 
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Date Location Description Source Record 
Sep 
1921 

Sparta, 
Noble Co, 
IN 

Cynthia Andrews LaFong dies in 
Indiana.  She mentions Nellie Strehlke, 
Florence Blackman (sic) and Winifred 
Drost in her will. 

Probate 
Records for 
Cynthia 
LaFong 

5 

1930 Klamath, 
Del Norte, 
CA 

Helen Blackwell (Age 49) living with 
husband Lester Blackwell (Age 52) and 
his brother Bud Blackwell (Age 49) on 
Redwood Hwy, Requa. 
Her occupation is Home.   
Occupation for both Lester and Bud is 
Fire Wood Contractor. 

US Census 6 

1940 Klamath, 
Del Norte, 
CA 

Florence H Blackwell (Age 59) living 
with husband L M Blackwell (Age 61). 
Her occupation is blank.   
Occupation for LM is Salmon Fisherman. 

US Census 7 

1942 Requa, Del 
Norte, CA 

Mrs Florence Blackwell listed as contact 
for Marcus Lester Blackwell. 

Draft 
Registration 

8 

1944 Alameda, 
CA 

Florence H Blackwell and Marcus Lester 
Blackwell at 1630 Lincoln Ave, Alameda, 
CA 
Her occupation is Homemaker. 
His occupation is Pipefitter. 

CA Voter 
Registration 
List 

9 

1950 Alameda, 
CA 

Helen Florence Blackwell died 30 Nov 
1950.   
Born 23 Nov 1880 Kansas. 
Father’s surname was Andrews. 

CA Death 
Index 

10 

30 
Nov 
1950 

Oakland, 
CA 

Helen Florence Blackwell died 30 Nov 
1950.   
Born 23 Nov 1880 Kansas. 
Father was “George Andrews – not 
known”. 
Mother listed as “not known”. 
Husband was Lester Blackwell. 
Interred at Chapel of the Chimes, 
Oakland. 

Death 
Certificate 

11 

1962 Manitou 
Springs, 
CO 

Recollection of George L Strehlke, Sr.  It 
is not clear that he ever met his Aunt 
Florence. 

The 
Strehlke 
Saga 

12 
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Record # 1 1895 Kansas Census  - George W and Josephine Marshall Family  Page 1 of 2 

 

 



FLORENCE HELEN ANDREWS 

Notes by Brian Strehlke 

 

FLORENCE HELEN ANDREWS.DOCX (r2)  BHS     (20201007) 10 of 22 

Record # 1 1895 Kansas Census  - George W and Josephine Marshall Family  Page 2 of 2 
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Record # 2 1906 Probate Record for George W Andrew    Page 1 of 1 
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Record # 3 1919 Marriage Certificate  - M L Blackwell & Florence H Andrews  Page 1 of 1
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Record # 4 1920 US Census  - Marcus & Florence Blackwell   Page 1 of 1 
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Record # 5 1921 Will of Cynthia LaFong       Page 1 of 2 
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Record # 5 1921 Will of Cynthia LaFong       Page 2 of 2
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Record # 6 1930 US Census  - Marcus & Florence and Bud Blackwell   Page 1 of 1 
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Record # 7 1940 US Census  - ML & Florence H Blackwell     Page 1 of 1 
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Record # 8  1942 Draft Registration  - Marcus Lester Blackwell     Page 1 of 1 
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Record # 9  1944 Voter Registration  - Mrs Florence H & Marcus Lester Blackwell  Page 1 of 1 
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Record # 10  California Death Index  - Helen Florence Blackwell     Page 1 of 1 
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Record # 11  Death Certificate, Alameda Cty, California - Helen Florence Blackwell Page 1 of 

1 
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Record # 12 1961 Recollection of George L Strehlke, Sr – from The Strehlke Saga, 
Appendix:  Andrews Personality Notes        Page 1 of 1 

 

Annotation: 

IV.A.1 The name of George W Andrews’ second wife at the time of their marriage in 
Perry, Oklahoma (1892/3), was Fannie Anna Walkminster.  She was a native of 
Switzerland and 14 years his junior. 

IV.B.2 has always been a strange read.  I can see that my Grandfather was hazy on it.  
He must have been a small boy when this fire happened.  Was the expectation that his 
Father (Gannadaddy to my Dad and Sally) should have gone to her, wherever she was, 
because Nellie was incapacitated by rheumatoid arthritis?   

http://www.manitouspringsheritagecenter.org/NewNew/wp-
content/uploads/2017/01/Hiawatha-Gardens-Exhibit.pdf   

This discussion and history of Hiawatha Gardens is disappointing in that it does not 
mention George W Andrews. 


