FLORENCE HELEN ANDREWS
Notes by Brian Strehlke

“What happened to Florence?” asked Cousin Carolyn.

Three daughters were born to George W Andrews and Hortense Florence White
Andrews in Kansas. These were Winifred Florence (b. 1874), Nellie Mable (b. 1876) and
Florence Helen (b. 1880). Sometime after Florence was born, the family moved to
western Colorado and the new town of Montrose. After some time there, they were in
Denver where Hortense died.

When their mother died of
Florence was only 10 years
attempt to raise the three
Nellie and Florence back to
Kansas to live with their
(sister of Hortense).

cancer in 1890 at the age of 37,
old. Widowed George did not
girls on his own. He brought

- their hometown Concordia,
Aunt Matie White Houston

Winifred married Johann Drost in 1891 in Denver, she was

17. They moved to Aspen ~ and opened a drug store. Nellie
was sent Back East to school - with Florence at the Darlington
Seminary in Pennsylvania. Nellie joined Winifred in San

Francisco afterwards where she married Louis Strehlke in 1896. Nellie and Louis had
met in Aspen, Colorado while he was apprenticing under Mr Drost; he followed her to
San Francisco after graduating from University of Kansas and Northwestern University
with a degree as a pharmacist. Louis and Nellie returned to Colorado for the next 20
years. Winifred stayed in California where she remarried Martin Kronenberg after the
death of Johann. Louis and Nellie came out to California for good after World War 1.

After school Back East, Florence returned to Kansas and lived with Aunt Phenie (Mary
Josephine Truesdell Marshall who was actually a first cousin) and her husband George
W Marshall.

George W Andrews died in January 1906. All three of his daughters are mentioned in
the probate documents by his widow, F Anna Andrews (Fannie Anna Walkminster at
the time of their marriage). Florence had apparently married by this time as she is

listed as Florence Hudson, living in “Ureka, Cali” (Eureka, Humboldt Co, California).

Florence next appears in public records in 1919 when she married Marcus Lester
Blackwell. It was listed as the first marriage for both. They were living in Oregon,
married in Vancouver, Washington and then moved to the far North of California.

Cynthia Andrews, sister of George W, mentioned all three Andrews Sisters in her will
(1921). Nellie Strehlke is bequeathed five dollars, as is Florence Blackman (sic).
Winifred Drost received $3,000. Interestingly, Nellie and Florence are prefaced by
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“neice” (sic); Winifred apparently needed no introduction. Winifred was also listed as a
residual beneficiary.

Both Florence and her husband sometimes used their middle names; he going by Lester
and she by Helen. During World War II, they moved to Alameda, California. They do
not appear to have had children. She lived until 1950; her husband survived her by five
years.

So, what happened to Florence?

She lived with relatives after her mother died. Her father died when she was 25 by
which time she was already married and living in California. When she was in her late
thirties, she married again in Washington State and lived the next 21 years in northern
California. She died in Oakland and is interred at the Chapel of the Chimes, which was
designed by famed architect Julia Morgan. Who her first husband was, where they
married and what happened to him, at this point remains a mystery.
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Photo courtesy of Patricia Olive Johnsen Hicks 1974
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Darlington Seminary on a turn of the century postcard.

DARLINGTON SEXINARY FOR YOUNG LADIES
RICHARD DARLINGTON, JR, PRINCIPAL WEST CHESTER

Darlington seminary when imagined from Out West.
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Chapel of the Chimes, Oakland, California.

Final resting place of Helen Florence Blackwell.
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Facts from Documents

FLORENCE HELEN ANDREWS
Notes by Brian Strehlke

Date

Location

Description

Source

Record

1895

Concordia,
Cloud, KS

Living with George W & Josephine
Marshall, their two sons George T and
Joe T and Mary Johnson (born Michigan
like Josephine).

Occupation for George is Mayor.
Florence is listed as Age 14, born in
Kansas.

Josephine was known to Nellie, Winifred and
Florence as Aunt Phenie. She was actually
not their mother Hortense White’s sister, but
her niece, Mary Josephine Truesdell;
daughter of Laytitia White and Jesse
Truesdell.

Kansas
State
Census

8 Feb
1906

Colorado
Springs, El
Paso Co,
cO

Listed as Florence Hudson of “Ureka,
Cali” along with:

F Anna Andrews, Manitou Colo, Widow
Winifred Drost, Manitou Colo, Daughter
Nellie Strehlke, Mont Rose Colo,
Daughter

Probate

Record for
George W
Andrews

5 May
1919

Vancouver,
Clarke,
WA

Florence H Andrews (BP KS, Age 37),
daughter of Geo. W Andrews (BP NY)
and Hortense White (BP VA, sic),
married to,

M L Blackwell, (Age 41), Fisherman, son
of Burt Blackwell and Fannie Williams
(BP for all 3 NC)

Bride and Groom both residents of
Oregon City, OR.

Marriage
Certificate

1920

Marshfield,
Coos, OR

Florence Blackwell living with husband
Marcus L Blackwell at 356 N Front
Street. Her occupation is Rooming
House Landlady. His occupation is
Deepsea Fisherman.

US Census
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Date | Location Description Source Record
Sep Sparta, Cynthia Andrews LaFong dies in Probate 5
1921 Noble Co, | Indiana. She mentions Nellie Strehlke, Records for
IN Florence Blackman (sic) and Winifred Cynthia
Drost in her will. LaFong
1930 | Klamath, Helen Blackwell (Age 49) living with US Census 6
Del Norte, | husband Lester Blackwell (Age 52) and
CA his brother Bud Blackwell (Age 49) on
Redwood Hwy, Requa.
Her occupation is Home.
Occupation for both Lester and Bud is
Fire Wood Contractor.
1940 | Klamath, | Florence H Blackwell (Age 59) living US Census 7
Del Norte, | with husband L M Blackwell (Age 61).
CA Her occupation is blank.
Occupation for LM is Salmon Fisherman.
1942 | Requa, Del | Mrs Florence Blackwell listed as contact | Draft 8
Norte, CA | for Marcus Lester Blackwell. Registration
1944 | Alameda, | Florence H Blackwell and Marcus Lester | CA Voter 9
CA Blackwell at 1630 Lincoln Ave, Alameda, | Registration
CA List
Her occupation is Homemaker.
His occupation is Pipefitter.
1950 | Alameda, Helen Florence Blackwell died 30 Nov CA Death 10
CA 1950. Index
Born 23 Nov 1880 Kansas.
Father’s surname was Andrews.
30 Oakland, Helen Florence Blackwell died 30 Nov Death 11
Nov | CA 1950. Certificate
1950 Born 23 Nov 1880 Kansas.
Father was “George Andrews - not
known”.
Mother listed as “not known”.
Husband was Lester Blackwell.
Interred at Chapel of the Chimes,
Oakland.
1962 | Manitou Recollection of George L Strehlke, Sr. It | The 12
Springs, is not clear that he ever met his Aunt Strehlke
CO Florence. Saga
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Record #1 1895 Kansas Census - George W and Josephine Marshall Family page1of2

Kansas State Census Collection, 1855-1925
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Mame Florence Andrews
Census Date 1Mar 1835
Residence County Cloud
Residence State Kansas
Locality Concordia
Birth Place Kansas
Family Number 187
Gender Female
Age 14
Birth Year 1831

Race White

Kansas State Census Collection, 1855-1925

1895 > Cloud * Concordia
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Record #1 1895 Kansas Census - George W and Josephine Marshall Family page2of2

Kansas State Census Collection, 1855-1925 for Florence Andrews

1895 > Cdoud > Concordia
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Record #2 1906 Probate Record for George W Andrew Page 1 of 1
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Record #3 1919 Marriage Certificate - M L Blackwell & Florence H Andrews Page1of1

e

Washington, Marriage
Records, 1854-2013

Saved To

Florence Helen Andrews

m Related I Source]

Name

Florence H Andrews
Gender
Marriage Age
Birth Date
Birth Place

Female

37

1882
Kansas, USA
Marrisge Date 5 May 1919

Marrisge Place Vancouver, Clarke,

Washington, USA
Father Geo W Andrews

Mother Hortence Andrews

Spouse M L Blackwell

Washington, Marriage Records, 1854-2013 for Florence H Andrews

Clarke >

PLACE OF MARRIAGE, County £

Marriage Applications and Certificates 1919 May-Aug

Ce ‘ﬁtapr Marria

793

Townof e @0 tet/ts

Fan '“-(&ﬁ =

Nexidewece
Kireol and No

NLY with unfud-

in which the marriage

Fall Nowme

R 2.
Roce ()

Revidence T

trest avd ¥o. () z
Age et Jast <

Rirthiey Yeara

Nwmber of
Marriaom

Birthplace

Ocrupnlion
Nawme of

L _s—
irthplace of Pather
Plac fisle or Conntry

Single, Widowed
v
q Lo Nember of —
/ Marriopes —
Mirthplace

Ktate or Cﬂf"f‘; -~

DEUPAND ey,
Nawe af

Patder %ﬂ-m -

mirthplace of Palher

Bisle or Oousiry

Natden Nowe Cg” .
of "“""_nég-!.‘w.

Hirthplove of Mother
Kiete or Com

Naidexs Name of ihe Bride, of
ke Waa Previcusly Married

d to the County Auditer of the Coanty

This is a permanent record.  Sce that EVERY BLANK is properly filled in.

took place, within ten days from the date of marriage. Write PLAT

This blank to be filled in by the Minister, Priest or Official performing the marriage

We, the groom ond bride nemed in this corlificule, Meveby certify JAct the informalion given Merein is correct io the beak
our kmowiledge and

b g
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Record #4 1920 US Census - Marcus & Florence Blackwell

Name

Age

Birth Year

Birthplace

Home in 1920

Street

Residence Date

Race

Gender

Relation to Head of House
Marital Status
Spouse's Name
Father's Birthplace
Mother's Birthplace
Able to Speak English
Dcooupation

Industry
Employment Field

Florence Blackwell
34

1881

Kansas

Marshfield, Coos, Oregon
Front St North
1920

White

Femals

Wife

Married

Marcus L Blackwell
Mew York

Michizan

fes

Landlady

Rooming House

Own Account

Page1of1

Able to read ez
Able to Write Yes
Neighbors View others on page
Household Members Name Age
Marcus L Blackwell 43
Florence Blackwell 35
- . - = —~— —
il ez e e R | CEPANTMENT OF COMMERCE-SJNEAU OF THE CENSUS N i
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Record #5 1921 Will of Cynthia LaFong Page 1 of 2

I, Cynthia LsFohg, & married women of Noble Ceunty, Ind*, oalling to mind |
the uncertainties of 1life and wishing to meke to;sunmttry dlsposition of my worldly
affairs do h.roby make , publish and declare ths to be my last will and testament,
hereby revoking and declsring null snd void all former wills by me made*

i Item Ones It is my will thet all my just dedts be paid out of my estate
8s 8SO0ORm after my death as way be cbnwnient, including a mommeaent and the endow™
ment of the lot where I way be buried*

Item two:™ Believeing and feeling that sy husband Harrison LaFong has
sufficient for his needs it is my will that hs toke nothing from my Estate*
Item Three* I give and dequeath unto my nelce Nellle Strehlke the sum of

Five Dollsra*
Item Four: I give and bequesth unto my meice Florence plackman the sum

of Five Dollars*
Item Plve:™ I give and bequeath unto Bugens Jordan, the boy raised by us,

the sum of Pifteen Hundred Dollarse
Item Six : I give and bequesth unto Winifred Drost the sum of Three

]
TR

Thousand Dollars®

Item Seven: All the rest and residue of my Estate I wish equally divided
between Eugene Jordan snd Winifred Droste

Item Eight* I heredy nominate and appoint John Crothers as Executor of
trds wille '

In Witness Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seel this 13th day of
September, 1921+

M rs+ Cynthia La Fong (Seal)
| Signed, secled pudlished and declared by the sald Cynthia LaFeng ss and

for her last will and testement in the presence of us, who, at her request and in
her presence and in the presence of each other have hereunto set our hands as ‘wit™

nesses tils 13th day of September, 1521+
Carlos D* Lane

Wllism H ®Wgton
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Record #5 1921 Will of Cynthia LaFong Page 2 of 2
The State of Inalana, Noble County, SS: ' !

_Be It:Remembered, That on the 26th dsy of September, 1921, William He Wigton
one of the subseribing witnesses to the within snd foregoing lult Will and Testament |
of Cynthis LsFong lste of ssid County, decessed, persondlly appesred befors the Clerk |
of the Noble Circuit Court of Noble Coumty, in the State of Indiens, snd being duly
sworn by the Clerk of said Cowrt, upon his eotl'n; declared and testified as follows,
that is to ssy: Thst on the 13th day of September, 1921 he saw the daid CyntHa
LaFong sign her nape to said instrument in writing as and for her l;ut- Will and
Testsment; ond that this deponent, at the same time heard the ssid Cynthis LaFOng
declare the said instrument in writing to be her last Will and Testement; and that |
the seid instrument in writing 'ms, at the same tiwe, =t the request of the ssid
Cyntids Le Fong and with her cmsent attested end subscribded by the seid Willlem He
Wigton and Cerlos D+ Lane in the presence of ssid Westator, and in the presence of
each other, as subscribing witnesses thereto, and trat the ssid Cynthis La Fong was,

at the time of signing and subseribing of seid instrument in writing, as aforessid,

of full sge ( that is more then twentyUone years of age), and of sound and disposing &
| mind and memory, snd not under sny coercion or restraint, as the said deponent verily
believes, and further deponent says that ssid testator died in Noble County, Indians

on the 2lst dsy of September, 1921«

Wlliem He Wigton
Sworn to snd subscribed by the seid William H+ Wigton before me, Clérk of ssid
Court, at Alblon, the 26th dey of September, 1921+ In sttestrtion whereof, I hers™ i
unto subscridbe my nswe snd affix the sesl of saiq Courte
(seAv) Isanc Deter, Clerk-
The State of Indians, Noble County, SS:

-1 /,Isenc Deter, Clerk of the Noble Ciroult Court of Noble County, Indisna, do
heraby certify thst the within annezmed Will and Testament of Cynthie LaFong hss been _
duly admitted to probste, snd duly proved by the testimony of Willlsm H- Wigton i
one of the subseribing witnesses thereto, that o complete record o!
the testimony of the seid Willism H+ Wigton in proof thereof, hae been by me culy
made and recorded in Boo” 7 au Pazas 513 and 514 of the Record of Wills of ssid
| County-

In Atteststion Whereof, I have hereunto subsoribed my nsme, snd affixsd the
| 8081 of 814 Court st Albion this 26th day of September, 1921°

|
! Isesc Deter

| (sEAL) ' Clerk Noble Cireudt Court, Noble County, IndR
iana+

|l’110d Sep 26, 1921 Isaac Deter Clerk Noble Ciroult Courte

FLORENCE HELEN ANDREWS.DOCX (r2) BHS (20201007) 15 of 22



FLORENCE HELEN ANDREWS
Notes by Brian Strehlke

Record #6 1930 US Census - Marcus & Florence and Bud Blackwell

Name

Birth Year

Gender

Race

Agein 1920
Birthplace

Marital Status
Relation to Head of House
Homemaker?

Home in 1930

Map of Home

Street Address
Dwelling Number
Family Number

Age at First Marriage
Attended School
Able to Read and Write
Father's Birthplace
Mother’s Birthplace
Able to Speak English
Neighbors

Household Members

Helen Blackwell

1881

Female

White

49

Kansas

Married

Wife

Yes

Klamath, Del Norte, California, USA
Klamath,Del Norte,California
Redwood Highway

3

3

19

No

Yes

New York

Virginia

Yes

View others on page

Name Age
Lester Blackwell 52
Helen Blackwell 49
Bud Blackwell 49

Pagelof1
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Record #7 1940 US Census - ML & Florence H Blackwell

Pagelof1

Name

Respondent

Age

Estimated Birth Year
Gender

Race

Birthplace

Marital Status

Relation to Head of House
Home in 1940

Map of Home in 1940
Inferred Residence in 1935
Residence in 1935
Resident on farm in 1935
Sheet Number

Attended School or College
Highest Grade Completed
Neighbors

Household Members

Florence H Blackwell

Yes

59

1881

Female

White

Kansas

Married

Wife

Klamath, Del Norte, California
Klamath,Del Norte,California
Klamath, Del Norte, California
Same House

No

5B

No

High School, 4th year

View others on page

Name Age
L M Blackwell 61
Florence H Blackwell 59
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Record # 8 1942 Draft Registration - Marcus Lester Blackwell Page 1 of 1

Marcus Lester Blackwe

U.S., World War Il Draft
Registration Cards, 1942

8ved 10

Marcus Lester Blackwell
Related | Source I

Name Marcus Lester
Blackwell

Gender Male

()

Race White
BirthDate 30 May 1878
BirthPlace North Carolina, USA

Residence Del Norte, California,
Pl iea

Military Draft 1942
Date

Relationshipto Head
Draftee
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Record # 9 1944 Voter Registration - Mrs Florence H & Marcus Lester Blackwell Page1of1

Mrs Florence H Blackwell

in the California, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968

z Helen in tree "Strehlke" Remove o

Mame: Mrs Flerence H Blackwell

Residence Daoe: 1544

- Make z
Btreet Address: 1630 Lincoln ave
Residerce Place:  Alameda, California, USA Find oth
Florence
Party Affiliaticn: Democrat Trees

Dccupation:  Housewife

November 7, 191

INDEX OF AFFIDAVITS OF REGISTRATION
Precser—ALAMEDA 54

L;’:f :;_':'r:;“ NMAME, ADDRESS, OUCUPATION AND POLITICAL AFFILIATION
s | A l€Xander Page, 1600B Santa Clara ave, ship’s clerk .. Dem
............... oo Allemandi, Charles Alfved, 1530 Paru st, pipefiter............... Dem
..................... Allemandi, Mrs Clementine, 1530 Paru st, housewile. .. Dem
wrwe|Allen, Miss Helen W, 1411 Grand st, housekeeper.._ Dem
wieimnenenee | Allison, Byron, 1715 Central ave, photo finisher . .. Rep
sesnrssrrmeneenes Shllison, Mrs Doris, 1715 Central ave, housewife ... Rep
weee. Anderson, Miss Janice, 1425 Union st, private secy .. Dem
cermrsmsenneene: | Aderson, Mrs Margaret J, 1425 Union st, housewife. .. Rep
................... Barker, Mrs Alice M, 1619 Santa Clara ave, housewife Rep
..... eessesrccnces| Barker, Frank T, 1619 Sunta Clara ave, retived..................Rop
wissssssssisieer.| Burker, Mrs Mabel B, 1619 Santa Clara ave, housewife.......... Rep
wiessrcernnscinn | BAXtEr, Miss Beth J, 1723 Central ave, student .._______Rep
wsssssnennnncen. | BOXter, Edward Howard, 1723 Central ave, merchant. Rep
sreisececnenee.. | Baxter, Mrs Rena Scott, 1723 Central ave, housewife..... Rep
.................... |Beakley, Clvde A, 1419 Grand s, shipfitter.. ............... Declines
Ty e .'Beakley, Mrs Dorothy Fisher, 1419 Grand st, housewile. Non-Part
criseneenen: | Bedford, Mrs Edith R, 1419 Union st, housewife......... Rep
" lhdi:m:l Walter G, 1419 Union st, sales worker... .Hep
.................... !Bvrqm‘d Ellsworth E, 1601 Central ave, sn[esmnn.. Rep
crrmereiceneno. | Berquest, Gertrude 1, 1601 Central ave, account clerk...............Rep

weee | Bishop, Miss Mary Elizabeth, 1733 Central ave, retired..... Rep
... Blackwell, Mrs Florence H, 1630 lmr-nln ave, huuu-ﬂnﬂ ........ Dem

Il'I-I L L] - o

FLORENCE HELEN ANDREWS.DOCX (r2) BHS (20201007) 19 of 22



FLORENCE HELEN ANDREWS
Notes by Brian Strehlke

Record # 10 California Death Index - Helen Florence Blackwell

California, Death Index, 1940-1997
View Record

Name Helen Florence Blackwell
Gender Female
Birth Date 23 Mov 1880
Birth Place Kansas
Death Date 30 Mov 1950
Death Place Alameda
Father's Surname Andrews

Household Members
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FLORENCE HELEN ANDREWS
Notes by Brian Strehlke

Record # 11 Death Certificate, Alameda Cty, California - Helen Florence Blackwell Page 1 of
1

. S CERTIFICATION OF VITAL RECORD Sebhe e
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FLORENCE HELEN ANDREWS
Notes by Brian Strehlke

Record # 12 1961 Recollection of George L Strehlke, Sr - from The Strehlke Saga,
Appendix: Andrews Personality Notes Page 1 of 1

IV. Second Marriage of George W. Andrews

A. She was generally considered a "battle~ax"
1. Dead's family hostile to her=-Dad doesn’t even know the woman's
name,
B. Ganna and Winifred held the woman responsible for Florence's going
wrong when she was young.
t.  Florence, upon encouragement from her stepmother, began dating
" anundesirable man. For many years thereafter she worked in
"seamy " places. .
2. At one point the place she worked in caught fire, and she was
- severely burned. Gannadaddy claimed “they” burned it purposely
fo "get" Florence (for some mysterious reason). He did not come to
her aid because of fear of what her reputation might do o a young
man’s struggling business’in those"straight~laced" days. But
Auntie Winnie flew to the rescue and nursed her sister for many
months, eventually back to health,

Annotation:

IV.A.1 The name of George W Andrews’ second wife at the time of their marriage in
Perry, Oklahoma (1892/3), was Fannie Anna Walkminster. She was a native of
Switzerland and 14 years his junior.

IV.B.2 has always been a strange read. I can see that my Grandfather was hazy on it.
He must have been a small boy when this fire happened. Was the expectation that his
Father (Gannadaddy to my Dad and Sally) should have gone to her, wherever she was,
because Nellie was incapacitated by rheumatoid arthritis?

http:/ /www.manitouspringsheritagecenter.org/NewNew /wp-
content/uploads/2017/01/Hiawatha-Gardens-Exhibit.pdf

This discussion and history of Hiawatha Gardens is disappointing in that it does not
mention George W Andrews.
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